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 gentions applied slmply to the garrisons, of |

. soldiers in the service of the"United  States,
- for so many years,
“‘around this hall, that hundreds, -snd thou.-

sands, and tens of thousands of these north-
ern soldiers never intend to return at- all after
the war is over; but they intend to settle
here and rémain - here.- - I have no doubt -that
~many of them in Mryland, ‘to-day, intend to

make thia State their home in the future, and -

yet, under this proposed section, if these men

-were 1o go to'the polls to-morrow, and swenr | as

_that it was. their intention to  become.bona
- fide citizens of this Smle, they would be ex-
cluded from votiig. "

- . Mr. MiLteR: - If they voted 83 soldlers from
' _and for their own Stafe; they would be exclu-
ded and rightfully excluded. Last fall some
of them voted, because they happened to'have

" been six monlhs in our hospitals, and:when
‘the-question wag asked, when they were ready |-

to swear through under the forma- of our
election laws, *“When did. you last vote?"!

"+ They  answered, ** The commissioners came-
: - around not more than. three or four montlls-

‘ago, and took our vote.” : -

~ Mr. Sanps. - Then they did not come with

. the intenhonot‘ becoming citigens. - But I put

. . the question—suppose it was-their bona fide

mtenhon to become citizens of this State,
“Mr. Mu.mm Then they would becnmled

~ Mr. SaNDS. No, sir. © % -

.~ Mr. Poan. In my Judgment lhe law is
- plain- enough _This matter must be left to

the judges. The difficulties arise at the polls |.

i toa greater or legs -extent; they cannot be
‘It is'a question of intention which
‘the judges must determine.. Wecaunotavoid
the dnthculty, becauge as it now uppears it
will still arige if the amendment is adopted,

+ Mr. Beary of Prince George's.
ita matter of intention alone, @ -t

Mr. Puan. - Thuv is the law already So
. what “would _be the’ beneﬁt of adopting the

amendment?’ v
"~ Mr. Benry, of Prmce George 8: The bene-
it would be that that man-would be excluded

" from voting,~who is a soldier, and- says that
1. be did not come here with- the intention of.

making this State his residence, but- would

. vote in New York should he return there, -

Mr, Pucn.. That isa question for the judgu

to determine,. -
. they will do 'wrong.. They ‘are now left to’

~ ~act” on| the _question of - intention ; ana ‘the

" question of intention will arise ustns surely’

‘under the section suggesled by the gentleman’

" from Anne ‘Arundel (Mr. Miller,) as now,
. And we ‘will be in just precisely the same
position, whether the’ amendment l‘)‘e’adopted

e ornot, I shall vote against it.

“Mr. Miczer. 1 will modify my"amepament

- by leaving out_“or whlle conﬁued as a pub- :

lic risoner.” -
r. Srmx.mo. I voted ngainst this nmend-

vtt:

e

We have heard here, all _

Thxs mukes-

If they allow that manto vote |-

that members may consider it.
sider it entirely perfect: it may be anenable =
to some of the objections orged by the gentle-~ )
| man from Baltimore. city (Mr. Stirling.) i It

ment and mtend to vote: agamst it ngain°|
and 1 wish to state the reasons that induce me
to do ‘80, - I'am not. exactly certain whether °
the amendment states the law as it nowstands,
or whether|it goes absolutely to the extent of;
saying- that o man. coming into. this State,
undér the |circurastances mentioned iu the
‘provision, shall under no circumstnances have -
& right to.vote. If it does-do_that, it goes
toofar.” If it-does not.do that, then it is un-i
necessary. -| I would rather let the law stand
it-does, than pat anything else in the con-
atitution that might. canse difficulty. We -
have already provided in this constitution
that no man shall vote. in the State unless be
is'a regident.: And whut is the ‘necessity of .-
any provnslon of this kind ? 'If any soldier is
to vote he tust be firat. registered, and that -
does away with the entire dit’ﬁculty proposed
to be remedied by this section. - ’

‘Mr. Epetkx. You do not: propose to regis- :

ter at tbe first elecuon

Mr. SrikLNg, - No, slr; but very ‘saon
aherwards | I know now. what -the law is,

‘The judges may fraudulently or- ignorantly

administer that law. But they may fraudu-
lently administer this provision if’ it is put
into the constitution.: If & -man is dizposed -

to get around the law, he will get around i, - '
unleas you make it so nbsolute that there is -

no difficulty about it. You cannot make the

| question of intention ahsolute and free from -
.| difficulty. . There would- be no gecurity . in
Baltimare - cxty with _a provision of -this sort.
If these soldiers want to, vote, and. their offi-
cers connive at it, all the soldiers would have
to do would be to tike off their uniforms and
run around town in.citizen’s c.lothes, and no. .

one would know they were’ -soldiers.

tions, and will- be unless there is u registry
law. There is no other ‘mode of preventing .
fraud, becausu the judges of election will be
imposed upon. -And if the judge of election

|'is & strong. party man he will never. challenge
-the vote of.a man who comes up with a polit- =~
.ical friend. ' Not one mun in

fty would do
it, 1 would rather let well enough alone, T
do not know but what I may -be caught with
this, thing; I do not. know exactly what the

effuct of it may be; and. Iprefer to let the law -

stand as it now is

" Mr. BeRRY, of Prmce Georges T move.
that this. section be informaily passed over, so
-I'do not con-

may 'be an.important !)rovislon to:put .into
the constitution. And

" The question being taken npon the ‘motion -
to pass over the’ aecuon informally, it vms not .

,agreed to.

Thera : - '
'is always- some degree of fraud in our elec-

n order tomake ftas’
perfect 08 poss)blc, Umove that lt. be informally o

: passed over; -



